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require a better education, as careful a training as the
schoolmaster gets at Gakkhar Normal School, and better
pay and prospects. The cost would run into lacs, but the
all-round gain to the villages would be measured in
crores.

As for the ex-military man, the Army is now making
rural reconstruction a subject for the training of the serving
soldier. Besides being an excellent general knowledge
subject, by reason of its being the domestic concern of
every soldier, rural reconstruction means healthy recruits
and contented pensioners ; it is one more link between the
officer and his men and between the regiment and its
recruiting area. Putting it into the curriculum of the
young soldier was an altogether happy thought, and will
bring a very powerful ally into the field to help us.
Although district authorities will have to pay special atten-
tion to the returned soldier, the soldier himself must not
expect the millennium to dawn in a week. He must expect
disappointments, and rebuffs, and he must even be ready
to find those from whom he had expected help trying to
side-track him and thwart his efforts. The village is still
full of factions and vested interests, and sometimes petty
officials are still petty. But if he puts his own home and
farm right,1 bands himself together with others who are
doing the same and refuses to be drawn into factions, he
will win through in the end, and be enabled to lead his
village to better things.

Conclusion. Until the privileged classes adopt the new
pattern of living it is useless to expect the ordinary villager
to make a move. The poor and the humble always ape
those who are supposed to be socially superior or more

1 He can at once set a wonderful example of thrift by keeping a
savings bank account, taking out insurances, etc.